
FOR A SYSTEMATIC RECOGNITION OF THE SPECIFIC GROUNDS FOR ASY-LUM FOR 
WOMEN1, GIRLS AND LGBTQI+ PEOPLE

 Because women, girls and 
LGBTQI+ people experience 
specific forms of op-pression that 
force them to flee for their pro-
tection including: domestic, gen-
der-based and sexual violence, 
forced prostitution or any form of 
forced exploitation, forced mar-
riage, genital mutilation, human 
trafficking, and dis-criminatory 
legislation.

 Because women, girls and 
LGBTQI+ people are particu-
larly vulnerable to violence and 
exploitation throughout their 
migratory journey such as: sexual 
violence in refugee camps and 
sexual exploitation in trafficking 
networks in transit countries, 
including in European countries.

 Because women, girls and 
LGBTQI+ people seeking asylum 
in Europe have the right to pro-
tection, yet their specific needs 
are ignored: asylum proce-dures 
do not allow for the identifica-
tion of victims of gender-based 
violence or victims of trafficking, 
accommodation structures are 
inadequate, and support meas-
ures are lacking.

We, the people of Europe and the world, call on the European Commission and the 
national governments of the Schengen area to:

 Guarantee the right to protection through the systematic recognition of all 
specific asylum grounds for women, girls and LGBTQI+ people.

 This includes systematic access to structures for the identification and support of victims of traf-
ficking and gender-based violence. States should ensure the presence of female social workers, 
interpreters, health care staff and lawyers in accommodation and reception centres. The detention 
of women, girls and LGBTQI+ persons in exile must be avoided. When applying the Dublin Regula-
tion, migration authorities need to take into account the vulnerability of individuals: the application 
of the sovereignty clause  for women, girls and LGBTQI+ persons must be systematic.

 Establish a European monitoring body to ensure the systematic application 
of Articles 60 and 61 of the Istanbul Convention and Articles 10-16 of the Con-
vention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings.

 Articles 60 and 61 of the Istanbul Convention: The aim is to put in place national legislation and 
ensure its systematic application in all countries that are signatories to the Istanbul Convention. 
The Convention recognises gender-based violence against women and girls as a form of persecu-
tion and as a form of serious harm giving rise to protection; it calls for gender-sensitive reception 
and asylum procedures (including for the granting of refugee status and international protection) 
and support services with gender-based guidelines, as well as ensuring that the principle of 
non-refoulement  applies to all victims of gender-based violence.

 Articles 10-16 of the Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings: compliance with 
this Convention guarantees access to fair and effective asylum procedures, provides access to 
assistance and ensures protection and compensation for victims of trafficking.

 1the act of forcing a refugee or asylum seeker to return to a country where she is likely to face persecution
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